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Volume 6 Summer 2010 

"Let us not look back in anger, or forward in fear, but around in awareness."  -  James Thurber 

Message from Fares Elias, DDS, JD, FADI, FAGD, New President, Academy of General Dentistry  
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 
 

I always make it a point to attend meetings of all the organizations I belong to at national or regional  

meetings if time allows it. This year was no exception. At the Chicago midwinter meeting I attended a  

combined lunch of three honor organizations one day and the next morning I attended the ADI breakfast. 

What a difference between the two meetings. The ADI is very much distinguished by its friendly and     

accessible members, the speaker session, and that sense of ease and belonging that perpetuates        

camaraderie. 
 

A month later in Michigan, a few ADI members over lunch were discussing the ADI s meeting venue in 

Chicago whereby one member from Chicago suggested that ADI join the other three organizations in their 

combined meetings. My comment was why? The ADI has its own identity; it has its own purpose and   

mission very different and distinct. The ADI is an honor society for dentists dedicated to sharing knowledge in order to serve the 

dental and oral health needs and to improve the quality of life of the people throughout the world. The ADI is devoted to the    

advancement of dentistry throughout the world and to the elevation of dental standards by continuing education. That             

distinguishes it from most major organizations except one and that is the Academy of General Dentistry. 
 

The ADI shares the same values and principles with the Academy of General Dentistry, which I serve as president. The AGD s 

mission is to serve the needs and represent the interests of general dentists, to promote the oral health of the public, and to   

foster continued proficiency of general dentists through quality continuing dental education in order to better serve the public.  

( M essage Continued on Page 7 )  

The ADI:  Creating a balance between potential , and challenges... 

www.adint.org 

Now is everyone's opportunity to add new dynamic individuals to our organization. When you meet or are aware of dentists 

who you feel should be honored to belong to and work well in ADI send their names and contact information to: 

ADI Membership   3812 Gordon Creek Drive  Hicksville, OH 43526 

 

Next opportunity to be inducted is in Las Vegas. START NOW. Deadline for nominations is February 28, 2011. 

Reminder! 

ADI Foundation  
Our Academy of Dentistry International Foundation is very active. We are continuing to raise funds to support our 
efforts to serve the dental health needs throughout the world.  The strong support of our corporate Board members 
has increased our ability to help more beneficiaries.  However in this economy and with diminishing returns on our 
investments requests outnumber funds available. At each of our last four USA annual meetings we have held a  
Silent Auction to benefit the Foundation. Donating directly or through your estate planning will enable the        
Foundation to give grants to current beneficiaries and hopefully to some of the projects whose requests we have 
not been able to grant. 

The Foundation Mission Statement document is enclosed.  
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Message from the USA Chairman  
Since our last newsletter the Chicago Dental Society Mid Winter Meeting ADI 

Breakfast was held on Sunday February 28, 2010. With special thanks to Regent 

Dr. Dick Tatro our guest speaker Dr. Charles Girard on Implants-Interactive   

Treatments  was well received. 
 

The USA Section is already finalizing the plans for our 

Annual Meeting in Orlando which is slated for October     

6-8, 2010. Dr. Brian Smith, an international speaker, will 

present a program on Medical Emergencies in the  

Dental Office . Included in his discussion will be the use 

of AED. 
 

This year we invite all vice-regents to attend a breakfast  

meeting on Wednesday morning October 6th at 7:00 AM. This will be the start of the Annual 

USA Section Board meeting. If you are planning to go to Orlando we encourage your           

attendance at this meeting. This will allow an opportunity to meet and greet  and to renew 

acquaintances.  Most of all it will also give you an opportunity to see what we are doing as an 

organization. The board is hard at work on your behalf. Please contact your regent by August 

15, 2010 if you plan to attend our breakfast meeting. 
 

At 8:00 AM the vice-regents are then invited to sit in on the Annual Board of Regents meeting which includes all the   

international regents. This meeting will mark the end of the presidency for Reg Hession and the passing on of the torch 

to our own Tom Brink from the North East Regency. We wish Tom the best of luck as he assumes his office and be       

assured he will receive our earnest support. 
 

Through the efforts of the board, Howard Gamble ( Regent and Webmaster )  and Steve Akseizer ( Vice Regent )  we 

are making inroads to improving the web site. The improvements being implemented will enhance our internet presence 

as well as increase efficiency. We will also be better prepared to disseminate information to our members. Any person or 

persons with ideas or interested in helping, feel free to contact Howard or your regent. 
 

The USA section is working to reach out to the dental schools and give recognition to students that have stood above 

others in giving back. We are in the process of developing a program of scholarships and awards to the students that 

epitomize our mission statement. With the introduction dental students to ADI we can hopefully encourage and nurture 

their development and to eventually become future members of our organization. 
 

Last year we introduced to our membership our affiliation with the National Foundation of Dentistry for the Handicapped. 

Through the use of DentaCheques we can support a good program. Ever think about participating in the Donated Dental 

Services ( DDS )  program? Check it out at www.dentacheques.com. 
 

Past President Don Brown with the ADI foundation board has been hard at work exploring different options in order for 

us to financially support a variety of outstanding programs. Our corporate board members have been very supportive of 

our mission by working with us to provide grants for these programs. You can help by participating in the silent auction in 

Orlando. One can donate items or services to be auctioned as the foundation will receive 100% of all revenue. If          

interested please contact your regent. 
 

During these trying economic times it may be difficult to think about membership. 

Because of these times it is all the more reason for us to continue to look for   

candidates to honor as fellows. There is safety in numbers and the more       

members we have the stronger we can become. Your regent is there to help you 

answer any questions or concerns you may have. Contact them.  We look forward 

to seeing you in Orlando.  
 

Robert T. Wong, DMD 

USA Section Chair 
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Food For Thought...  
 

Students become DENTISTS, who 

become LEADERS, EDUCATORS, 

HUMANITARIANS     ADI Fellows 

 

The USA  Section has a Student 

Membership category!   See Page 6 

http://www.dentacheques.com/
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Dr. Michael W. Carlascio who mentors some student   

competitors says that The Howard Competition has      

become an annual event ( in Oregon and            

Washington ) . It is an excellent opportunity for third 

and fourth year dental students to showcase their  

knowledge and skills by presenting one of their      

patient cases.  The William Howard competition in    

Oregon concluded Friday March 12 at the Multnomah 

Athletic Club. The OAGD thanked all of the sponsors 

i n c l u d i n g 

ADI for their     

g e n e r o u s 

support. We could not do the competition  

without them. 
 

Dr. Valerie Bartoli, on behalf of the WAGD, 

thanked the Academy of Dentistry              

International, for their cash donation to underwrite the costs of the program  and benefit  Thousand Smiles Foundation 

( P roject of Dr. Terry Tanaka, FADI )  and Seattle Union Gospel Mission, ( project of Dr. Dat Giap, FADI ) .  

 

The students received their awards June 4 at the Annual Dental School Awards Ceremony.  The winners 

( p ictured above )  include Jason Tanquay, Justin Newberry, Ilona Khosh,  Heather Biles , John Johnson.  

Officers: USA Section  

Å Dr. Robert Wong, Chairman  

Å Dr. Richard Tatro, Secretary  

Å Dr. Dat Giap, Treasurer   

USA Regents  

Å Dr. Richard Tatro, NC  

Å Dr. Robert Wong, NE  

Å Dr. Kathryn Poleson, NW  

Å Dr. T. Bob Davis, SC  

Å Dr. Howard Gamble, SE  

Å Dr. Ron Fritz, SW  

 

NOMINATIONS 

Send fellowship nominees names to: 

The Academy of Dentistry Interna-

tional  

ATTN:  Membership  

3813 Gordon Creek Drive  

Hicksville, Ohio 43526  

419-542-0101   Fax:419-542-6883 

Email: rramus@bright.net  

 

 

Let me remind you that this 
newsletter is the result of the 
input and work of many.  Donôt 
forget to let us know by       
October 15, 2010 what you 
would like to see shared in the 
next issue of this  worthwhile 

method of   communication. 

grzenterprises@comcast.net  

www.adint.org 

Regency updates  

As a result of his 34 annual Mexico Dental   

mission trips, several Mexican dentists have 

had opportunities to interact with ADI member 

Dr. T. Bob Davis. Also several dental students 

from the large Monterrey Dental School have 

served as translators. One up-coming senior 

student from Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo 

Leon, Israel Macias, is spending five weeks 

observing Dr. T. Bob Davis s office during the 

official summer break from school. Mrs. Maria Camacho is Dr. Davis  CDA and served 

on the 2010 trip where she worked with Israel. 

Born in Ft. Worth, Texas. Israel has spent the last 20 of his 21 years in Monterrey where 

his dad is a pastor. Although he speaks good English, Israel says I will go back to 

Mexico better prepared having learned dental terms in English . He adds It is an 

awesome experience getting to see the vast variety of dentistry practiced in a general 

dental office.  He is considering whether to seek specialization or not.  

This is another excellent example of ADI members carrying out the mission of our     

dynamic ADI organization, World Understanding Through Education. 

Gratefully, T. Bob  
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Dr. Michael Carlascio,  Aron 

Geelen, Jason Yole and Jacob 

Morrow 
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Regency updates  
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It was a winter winner!  If you weren't there, you not only missed the new Convention Expo Center West for the 

Chicago Midwinter meeting, but also a fantastic CE course by Dr. Chuck Girard, Implants - Interactive       

Treatment Planning , and especially the socialization, fellowship, and sharing of knowledge of attendees from       

Germany, Italy and various regions of the USA.  
 

The time slot we have chosen for this breakfast meeting, despite the change in the Chicago Midwinter meeting 

schedule, has been agreed to work best so reserve Sunday, February 27, 2011 at the Chicago Marriot downtown. 

This is a very nice facility with bus pickup for the convention. The speaker will be  Dr. Brady Morehead of San 

Antonio, Texas. 
 

 

In June Dr. Richard Tatro and Dr. Sy Wachtenheim were privileged to be among judges of the University of     

Illinois, Chicago, College of Dentistry student competition sponsored by IAGD and ADI. First place winner was 

given a trip to the AGD meeting in New Orleans or $500. Dr. Tatro presented $200 to the second place winner 

and $100 to the third place winner. Other ADI members there were Dr. Marsha Babka, Dr. Susan Bishop, and Dr. 

Betty Haberkamp. Dr. Theresa Lao, IAGD Membership Co-Chair, sent A special thanks to Dr. Richard Tatro 

and Academy of Dentistry International for their generous time and award funding.  Dr. Tatro also received a 

written thank you from all the participating students.  The ADI also donated to the winners of the Southern Illinois 

University School of Dental Medicine Fellowtrack competition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Timothy Kosinski, Fellow representing the Academy of Dentistry International, presented a check for $1000 to 

Dr. Mert Aksu, Dean of the University of Detroit Mercy School of Dentistry during Alumni Day on May 15, 2010. 

The featured speaker at this year s event was Dr. Jerry Bouquot, Professor and Chair of the Department of   

Diagnostic Sciences at the University of Texas Dental Branch at Houston. His interesting topics were; The 

Abused Mouth: From Cinnamon to Cigarettes, Cocaine to Methamphetamines - A Clinical Tour Through the Oral 

Effects of Uses and Abuses,  and Precancers of the Mouth and Face - The Special Role of Dentistry in     

Cancer Prevention and Precancer Detection, Including a Review of the New Gadgets for Dysplasia.  The  

generous donation from the ADI was used by the dental school to support and promote the Student Research 

Table Clinics at this year s Alumni event.  

From L to R, Dr. Susan B. Bishop, 

1st place winner Denise Maniakouris, 

Dr. Betty Haberkamp 

From L to R, Matthew McKnight, 

Dr. Richard Tatro, Justin Welke 

2010 Student Finalists, pictured with this year s Judges 
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Dr. Howard Gamble, our webmaster is working to have a proposal and perhaps a prototype of an improved website to 

present to the Board of Directors in Orlando. Be sure to check www.adint.org for upcoming meetings, member list and 

more. 

http://www.adint.org/
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In May SW Regent Dr. Ron Fritz went on a two week mission trip to three states in Mexico. In 

June he took students from Loma Linda on a two week mission trip to Nicaragua to work with 

needy children. 

 

Welcome Dr. Karen Borland, and Dr. Rodney L. Turner as new SW Vice Regents. 
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Mark Your Calendar: 

Articles for The Informer  Winter 2010 are due October 15, 2010! 
All submissions are to be sent to your new  Editor, Dr. George Zehak at grzenterprises@comcast.net. 

Congratulations to Dr. Tom Brink who will be installed as ADI President in Orlando. 

   

Dr. Bob Wong represented the USA section at the Canadian Convocation along with Presider Dr. Sue Bishop.  
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Regency updates  

USA Section - Academy of Dentistry International  

New Member Nomination Requirements  

As a Fellow in the Academy of Dentistry International you are encouraged to nominate colleagues that you feel  

embrace the altruistic philosophy of the Academy and have distinguished themselves in their professional and    

personal activities.  The qualifications for membership according to the Bylaws of the Academy are: 

1. At least five years active practice as a dentist or in any related area of dentistry; such as teaching, 

       administration, research or government services wherein remuneration is gained from such services. 

2. The nominee must be a graduate of a dental school recognized by the appropriate professional 

       accrediting body. 

3.    The nominee must be active in the dental profession and highly esteemed for integrity and character. 

4.    The nominee must be approved by the Regent of the region in which the nominee resides and by the 

       membership committee. 

Please write or type the candidate s full name and address legibly and mail it to:  

   
                                     The Academy of Dentistry International  
                                                                Membership 
                                                    3813 Gordon Creek Drive 
                                                       Hicksville, Ohio 43526 
                                                              (419)-542-0101 


